
IT IS QUITE A TASK TO SEND A

PRINTED NEWSLETTER, AT THIS

TIME WHEN THE WORLD WORKS SO

DIFFERENT FROM WHAT WE KNEW,

SO LET US START BY

ENCOURAGING YOU TO CONTACT

US AND ENGAGE WITH  US VIA

OUR WEBSITE WWW.RIIO.ORG AND

SOCIAL MEDIA FACEBOOK,

INSTAGRAM, TWITTER

PLATFORMS.

 IN THIS BI-ANNUAL WE PROVIDE 

 AN OVERVIEW OF OUR PROJECTS 

 AND  HIGHLIGHT WHAT RIIO HAS

ACCOMPLISHED IN RECENT

MONTHS.  WE HAVE KEPT GOING

DESPITE COVID- FROM OUR 

 HOMES, ONLINE, THROUGH

LOCKDOWNS AND CURFEWS.WE

ACKNOWLEDGE THE SUPPORT OF

PREVIOUS AND CURRENT

PARTNERS WHOSE SUPPORT

HELPED US MOVE FURTHER AND

ACHIEVE MORE TOWARDS OUR

MISSION OF SUSTAINING GOOD

EYE HEALTH FOR ALL. WE LOOK

FORWARD TO NEW PARTNERSHIPS

TOO, AS WE CONTINUE OUR

MISSION OF DELIVERING

PROJECTS THAT ARE ABLE TO

INTEGRATE EDUCATION,

INNOVATION, RESEARCH, AND

ENTERPRISE FOR THE LONG-TERM

BENEFIT OF EYE PATIENTS AND

STAKEHOLDERS IN RWANDA AND

THE REGION. 

SINCERELY, 

CIKU AND JOHN,RIIO FOUNDERS

AND DIRECTORS.

 DR SCREENING PROJECT 

 

D I R E C T O R S  N O T E

A U G U S T  2 0 2 1
I N  P A R T N E R S H I P  W I T H  O R B I S  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  ,  S T A R T I N G  F R O M

J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 1  R I I O  I S  C O N D U C T I N G  A  C Y B E R S I G H T  A I

R A N D O M I Z E D  C O N T R O L  T R I A L  R E S E A R C H  P R O J E C T  I N  R W A N D A .

I N  O R D E R  T O  D E T E R M I N E  T O  W H A T  E X T E N T  I M M E D I A T E  F E E D B A C K

O N  D R  S T A T U S  U S I N G  A I  I M P R O V E S  P A T I E N T  A C C E P T A N C E  A N D

U P T A K E  O F  R E C O M M E N D E D  R E F E R R A L S  T O  E Y E  C L I N I C S  .  

W E  A R E  P R O G R E S S I N G  W E L L  I N  T H E  I M P L E M E N T A T I O N  O F  T H E

F I R S T  A I  R C T  I N  T H E  R E G I O N .  O V E R  7 5 0  P A T I E N T S  H A V E  B E E N

S C R E E N E D  I N  A L L  I D E N T I F I E D  S I T E S  .  A S  T H E  R W A N D A

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  I N S T I T U T E  O F  O P H T H A L M O L O G Y  ( R I I O )  W E

A P P R E C I A T E  T H E  S U P P O R T  A N D  C O O P E R A T I O N  F R O M  O R B I S

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  I N  T H E  I M P L E M E N T A T I O N  O F  T H E  P R O J E C T  A N D  W E

A R E  C O M M I T T E D  T O  C O N T I N U I N G  T O  W O R K  H A R D  T O W A R D S

A C H I E V I N G  T H E  P R O J E C T  O B J E C T I V E S .  S O O N  T H E  R E S U L T S  W I L L

B E  S H A R E D  A F T E R  A N A L Y S I S .

http://www.riio.org/
https://www.facebook.com/riio.rw
https://www.instagram.com/riio_school/
https://twitter.com/RIIOSchool


1 . R I I O @ K I B A G A B A G A  C O M M U N I T Y  E Y E  C L I N I C  P E R F O R M A N C E  

U N D E R  T H E  S U P E R V I S I O N  A N D  M E N T O R S H I P  O F  P R O F E S S O R  C I K U

M A T H E N G E ,  C L I N I C A L  A C T I V I T I E S  C O N T I N U E D  A T

R I I O @ K I B A G A B A G A  C O M M U N I T Y  E Y E  C L I N I C .  3 , 2 2 8  P A T I E N T S

W E R E  S E E N  A N D  T R E A T E D  W I T H  1 0 3  P A T I E N T S  E Y E  S U R G I C A L

C A S E S .

2 . C A T A R A C T  O U T R E A C H  P R O G R A M  

R I I O  I S  P A R T  O F  T H E  N A T I O N A L  E Y E  H E A L T H  O U T R E A C H  P R O G R A M

A N D  S U P P O R T S  6  D I S T R I C T  H O S P I T A L S  I N  E A S T E R N ,  N O R T H E R N ,

A N D  W E S T E R N  P R O V I N C E S  W H E R E  T H E R E  A R E  N O

O P H T H A L M O L O G I S T S ;  I T  I S  I N  T H I S  F R A M E W O R K  T H A T  R I I O

D I R E C T O R S  C O N D U C T E D  O V E R  1 0 0  C A T A R A C T  S U R G E R I E S  I N

D I F F E R E N T  H O S P I T A L S .

3 . C O R N E A  T R A N S P L A N T S  

R W A N D A  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  I N S T I T U T E  O F  O P H T H A L M O L O G Y  ( R I I O )  I N

P A R T N E R S H I P  W I T H  C O R N E A - H E L P  –  A N  O R G A N I Z A T I O N  B A S E D  O U T

O F  W I E S M O O R ,  G E R M A N Y  T H A T  F O C U S E S  O N  C O R N E A L

T R A N S P L A N T S  F O R  P E O P L E  L I V I N G  I N  S U B - S A H A R A N  A F R I C A ,  H A S

B E E N  W O R K I N G  C L O S E L Y  O N  A  P R O J E C T  T O  S E C U R E  C O R N E A L

T R A N S P L A N T S  F O R  C H I L D R E N  A N D  V U L N E R A B L E  P E O P L E  I N

R W A N D A .

I T  I S  I N  T H I S  R E G A R D S  T H A T  D R .  J O H N  N K U R I K I Y E  ( R I I O  D I R E C T O R ) ,

S E N I O R  C O N S U L T A N T  O P H T H A L M O L O G I S T  A N D  C O R N E A

S P E C I A L I S T ,  A S S I S T E D  B Y  R I I O  R E S I D E N T S  P E R F O R M E D  C O R N E A

T R A N S P L A N T  S U R G E R I E S  A T  T H E  R I I O - K I B A G A B A G A  C O M M U N I T Y

E Y E  C L I N I C .  I N  F E B R U A R Y  A N D  M A Y  2 0 2 1 ,  W E  W E R E  A B L E  T O

P R O V I D E  S U R G E R Y  A N D  T H E  G I F T  O F  S I G H T  T O  1 0  D E S E R V I N G

R E C I P I E N T S ,  A M O N G  T H E M  7  C H I L D R E N  A N D  3  Y O U N G  P E O P L E .

POWER LIST
OUR DIRECTOR PROF. CIKU

MATHENGE HAS BEEN

INCLUDED IN THE

OPHTHALMOLOGIST'S

POWER LIST 2021. THE LIST

IS COMPRISED OF THE

MOST INFLUENTIAL

FEMALE FIGURES IN

OPHTHALMOLOGY.  

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS 
During the period from January –June 2021 RIIO in
collaboration with different partners performed
different activities as highlighted below :  A W A R D S  A N D

G L O B A L  R O L E S  

Patients accompanied by
RIIO resident after

undergoing Cataract
Surgery. 

RIIO DIRECTOR POSES WITH
CORNEA TRANSPLANT

RECEIPTENTS. 

Dr William George Myres
attends to a patient at the 

 RIIO@KIBAGABAGA EYE
CLINIC 

https://theophthalmologist.com/power-list/2021?fbclid=IwAR3GMYKnauUQs15Sjj8TNxWfOkTnyOwPblsUhxYr_O3gNmKXBkaPom4liaQ


I n  o r d e r  t o  c o n t i n u e  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  A c a d e m i c  a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l

E x c e l l e n c e  o f  o u r  R e s i d e n t s ,  R I I O  h a s  a n  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h

d i f f e r e n t  t r a i n i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a c r o s s  t h e  w o r l d  a m o n g  t h e m

C A D E S S O  f r o m  G U I N E A - C O N A K R Y ,  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  4  R e s i d e n t s

f r o m  3 r d  Y e a r  h a v e  g r e a t l y  b e n e f i t e d  f r o m  t h e  S m a l l  I n c i s i o n

C a t a r a c t  s u r g e r y  C o u r s e  i n  C A D E S S O .  

D u r i n g  t h e  f e e d b a c k  s e s s i o n  a t  R I I O ,  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r

g r a t i t u d e  t o  t h e  o r g a n i z e r  ( R I I O )  a n d  t h e  T r a i n i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n

( C A D E S S O )  f o r  t h e  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f f e r e d  a n d  s k i l l s  a c q u i r e d .  

T h i s  m o d e l  o f  S o u t h - S o u t h  c o o p e r a t i o n  w a s  h i g h l y  a p p r e c i a t e d

b y  R I I O  M a n a g e m e n t .

BESIDES RIIO PERMANENT FACULTY

BASED IN RWANDA, OUR RESIDENTS

BENEFITED FROM A VARIETY OF

REGULAR VISITING FACULTY EXPERTS

FROM OUR PARTNER INSTITUTIONS

THAT INCLUDE WILLS EYE HOSPITAL IN

PHILADELPHIA ( USA) AS WELL AS

STANFORD UNIVERSITY ( USA) , DURING

THIS REPORTED PERIOD RIIO RECEIVED

TWO OPHTHALMOLOGISTS FROM THE

USA: 

DR. DAVID ROONEY STAYED AT RIIO

FOR ONE MONTH WHERE HE HAS PUT

EFFORT INTO TEACHING OUR

RESIDENTS 

 IN THE CLINIC AS WELL AS HELPING

THEM GAINING MORE WET AND DRY

LAB SKILLS.

DR. WILLIAM GEORGE MYRES, A SENIOR

OPHTHALMOLOGIST, OCULOPLASTIC

AND MSICS SURGEON FROM THE USA

VISITED RIIO RESIDENCY PROGRAM FOR

TWO MONTHS. WHILE AT RIIO HE

TAUGHT THE OCULOPLASTIC SKILLS

AND MENTORED RESIDENTS IN MSICS

UNDER THE SUPPORT OF PROFESSOR

CIKU MATHENGE. IT WAS A GREAT

PLEASURE FOR RIIO TO HOST THEM AT

RIIO.  

 

CATARACT SMALL INCISION TRAINING AT
CADESSO-GUINEA 

V I S I T I N G  F A C U L T Y

E X P E R T S  

RIIO RESIDENTS pose
outside the CADESSO

Training Site in Guinea.

Dr David Rooney with Prof.
Ciku and RIIO residents at the
RIIO@Kibagabaga Community

Eye Clinic. 

CLOSING OF ACADEMIC YEAR 2020-2021
D e s p i t e  C o v i d  1 9  c h a l l e n g e s ,  R I I O  D i r e c t o r s  h a v e  d o n e  t h e i r  b e s t

t o  e n s u r e  w e  s t i c k  t o  t h e  a c a d e m i c  c a l e n d a r .  L e a r n i n g  h a s

c o n t i n u e d  v i r t u a l l y  a n d  p h y s i c a l l y .  A l s o  d u r i n g  t h i s  a c a d e m i c

y e a r ,  o u r  R e s i d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  a c q u i r e  m o r e  p r a c t i c a l

s k i l l s  a s  t h e y  w e r e  p e r m a n e n t l y  b a s e d  a t  R I I O - K I B A G A B A G A

C o m m u n i t y  E y e  C l i n i c .  

.  

A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  c o m m i t m e n t ,  A l l  R e s i d e n t s  h a v e  s u c c e s s f u l l y

p e r f o r m e d  a n d  b e e n  p r o m o t e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  b a t c h .  O u t  o f  1 0 ,  4

h a v e  p a s s e d  i n  4 t h  Y e a r  w h i l e  6  h a v e  b e e n  p r o m o t e d  i n  3 r d  Y e a r .

t h e  n e x t  a c a d e m i c  y e a r  i s  s c h e d u l e d  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  A u g u s t

2 0 2 1 .  


